An introduction to thoracic surgery: assessment, diagnostics, treatment.
Thoracic surgery is an exciting and dynamic specialty. Many of the conditions treated can be regarded as life-limiting so practitioners require expert skills in communication as well as knowledge of the specific illnesses and complications that can arise. This article explains the types of surgery performed and discusses the factors that need to be taken into consideration before operating on malignant lung disease. The specific post-operative care required by patients following thoracic surgery is also discussed.